Under 13s Match Report

March 22nd 2009 (Friendly)

Cleve 17 Thornbury 12

It was great that Thornbury agreed to have the game, which gave Steve Dando a chance to give the whole squad a run out. A big thanks to the club for allowing us to use the first team pitch for this fixture. Steve Dando made a number of positional changes and started the game with many players starting the game that would not normally start. Although Thornbury have been on a bad run recently they were committed and were very fired up for the fixture. The opening exchanges were even with good tackles going in with also some fine passing movements from both sides.  There were some brave tackles being made from both side and it’s been inevitable some injuries would occur and the speedy physio team of Nick Stephens and Steve Bullen were kept busy. Thankfully none too serious but three blood injuries occurred to powerhouse Max Evans, speed merchant James Floyd and the bulldozer McCauley Parsons. Cleve’s recent rucking deficiencies were all too apparent again which obviously frustrated Steve Dando who could be heard barking at his forwards to clear out the opposition. After a couple of weeks of training sessions devoted to rucking I can imagine the boys will be getting a bit of roasting in training ahead of next weeks semi final. When Cleve did get the ball to the backs we always looked threatening with the pace of our starting centre combination Wesley Long and James Floyd. It was only a matter of time that James Floyd would find some space and he made one of his trademark runs on the outside to score in the corner.
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To Thornbury’s credit they come straight back at Cleve and some poor tackling together with some excellent passing led to a try. The game remained a tight affair but handling errors from both sides stopped some excellent passing movements from both sides gaining the rewards they deserved. Jason Bennett was unlucky not to score after one such move. The ever-dangerous James Floyd again found space to go round the outside and score under the post and was duly converted by Joe (winnie) Muxworthy. Again Thornbury came out and was not long before they got into our 22 and some shocking tackling allowed a score under the posts, which was converted and tied the score at 12-12 at half time. 
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With 24 lads on duty Steve Dando gave everyone a run out and Fabian Clarke played at hooker just reward for being the only player to have a 100% attendance at training as well as games even when not picked and having limited opportunities in the starting 15s during the season. With captain Wes Long returning to his normal position of No.8 and McCauley Parsons brought into the second row seemed to improve our game at the breakdown. Great to see gentleman Callum Bird back after injury. McCauley Parsons had an excellent half with some strong runs and some crunching hands offs. Max Evans was also having his usual excellent game and unsung workhorse Liam Davis was tackling and supporting as always cheered on by dad Martin. Although Cleve were dominant we were struggling to finish good work and possession. It took another fine bit of work from James Floyd to complete his hatrick of tries and complete the scoring. This also ended a fine run of consecutive games of scoring a try by Wesley Long so hats off to Thornbury for being the first team to do this since the St Mary’s game on the 12th October last year in stopping him. A special mention must go to referee Steve Moorhead who wore a fetching pair of blue football boots. Surprisingly Steve Dando a committed metal head was looking fine after dancing late into the previous night to Motown and what a mover too.
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A big thank you to Thornbury for the fixture who gave us a great game and it will not be long till they will be putting a winning run in front of them. Well done today guys especially the guys who played the whole game on a larger pitch and hot conditions. Big Max Evans who only had a brief blood break ended the game with a strong run that is testament to his fitness and commitment to the team.
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Cleve Squad; Wesley Long, Zinny Norman, Liam Davis, Sam Williams, Max Evans, Tyler Lewis, Kieran Campbell, Cameron Lypiatt, Jed Bullen, Joe Muxworthy, James Floyd, Richard Lane, Adam King, Fabien Clarke, Ryan Watts, James Robinson, Jack Stephens, Harry Bishop, Callum Bird, Luke Moorhead, Tom Martin, McCauley Parsons, Jason Bennett and Harley Dando.
Full picture gallery www.flickr.com/photos/cleve_under_13s

